epilepsy in pregnancy and the management of status epilepticus round off the work.
The subject is discussed in considerable depth with an extensive bibliography. Reasoned answers to the questions which should be asked by patients, relatives and doctors concerned with the problem of epilepsy are offered. An inevitable variability in style and some repetition do not detract from this volume except for part of one chapter which appears to have suffered somewhat in translation.
Despite these minor criticisms, large sections of this work will be of interest to clinicians treating epilepsy and also to scientists interested in the pharmacology and biochemistry of the drugs which have contributed so much to the successful management of this troublesome symptom. The volume is well produced and good value at today's prices. This volume, the eighth in the series 'Progress in Clinical Neurophysiology' edited by Professor Desmedt, continues the high standard set by the earlier volumes. It consists of four sections containing separate papers, mainly in the form of reviews. The first part of the book is concerned with the role of sensory input and spinal connections concerned with the integration of sensory input and motor performance. Matthews reviews the development of recent concepts of muscle spindle function and other chapters describe the properties of gamma motor neurones and golgi tendon organs. Attention is also drawn to correlative histological and physiological observations on muscle spindle innervation. Alpha-gamma linkage is discussed by Hagbarth and his group in the second section, whichis devoted to segmental physiological mechanisms involving interneurones and motorneurones in the cord.
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Tanaka reviews the concept of inhibitory mechanisms in reciprocal innervation in voluntary movement, and the use of muscle vibration in the elucidation of motor control and kinaesthesia is reviewed in the third part of the book. The volume concludes with reviews of motor control mechanisms in postural and voluntary activity. Several of these are concerned with muscle spindle activity during walking, stepping and falling, or in relation to other forms of body displacement. Much consideration is given to the strategies utilized during such manoeuvres in different species.
Altogether, this volume provides a most useful source of information on current concepts of motor control. Liver biopsy is now a standard investigation with little morbidity and negligible mortality. This book explains why it is such a useful tool. One of the major hazards of biopsy is not the immediate danger to the patient but the unfamiliarity of general pathologists with the changes seen in the fragments of tissue which are so different from those encountered at autopsy. This book will help both the tyro and the experienced pathologist. It sets out clearly the different types of damage which can occur in the liver and then systematically deals with the changes to be found in such conditions as cholestatic jaundice, viral hepatitis and other forms of hepatitis. The whole range of liver disease is crisply dealt with and the black and white illustrations are of high standard and form useful complements to the text.
A department which has to deal with the problem of liver biopsy would be well advised to purchase the book. In the past decade diagnostic imaging techniques .have developed rapidly due to refinements in medical instrumentation, image production and interpretation. Many clinicians faced with the bewildering range of scanning techniques available lack clear guidelines to their usage, costeffectiveness and scope. This number of the British Medical Bulletin highlights some of the more important recent advances and attempts to put
